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About the Composer

Carl Meinecke was born in Braunschweig (Brunswick), Germany, on December 28, 1869. He studied at the
Conservatory of Music in Leipzig from 1891-1895. One of his teachers there was the famous musician and
composer, Carl Reinicke. After completing his studies, Meinecke played in various German orchestras as
concertmaster and also held positions as conductor. He was associated with orchestras in Danzig, Meunster,
Zoppot, and Konigsberg.

From 1916-1918, he served in the army and played in a military band. After World War I, he conducted in

Breslau and later settled in Oberhof in Thuringia, a well-known resort area in Germany. He died on September
26, 1957. —Heritage Encyclopedia of Band Music

About the Editor

Marc Oliver

Marc, a native Californian who made his debut in 1952, has served over 21 years in
Our Nation’s Armed Forces: 9 years with the Marine Corps; 12 years with the Air
Force through the California Air National Guard (he is a retired Air Force Technical
Sergeant). He learned about band arranging at the Naval School of Music in Norfolk,
VA. Since then, he has arranged, orchestrated, transcribed and edited over 600 pieces
of music. He has orchestrated music for movie soundtracks, has transcribed and edited
an operetta, and written for orchestras, jazz bands and small ensembles, but his first
love is the concert band.

Being a musician in the Marine Corps and the Air Force, Marc has had the opportunity
to play many of the great band works of the past. He presently lives in Bakersfield, CA
where he writes music and plays bassoon with a community concert band.

About the Music

“Amidst the Thunder of Cannons” is 1 of 2 band works written by Carl Meinecke although his focus was
mostly on orchestra where he was both violinist and conductor. The music was published first by A.E. Fischer
in Germany in 1907 and in 1913 by Carl Fischer in the US.

The piece is well crafted in the German march style with skillful melodic and contrapuntal writing. There is a
refreshing change of meter from cut time to 6/8 at the Trio. Marc Oliver’s brand new edition is crisp and clean
and the first new edition in nearly a century. “Amidst the Thunder of Cannons” is a welcome addition to the
band repertoire in the 21* century.
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Amidst the Thunder of Cannons
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