Overture to

Aroldo
by
GIUSEPPE VERDI
(Arranged by V. F. Safranek)

o :
On November 416, 4850, an opera by Verdi,'entitled Stiffelio was

produced in Trieste and proved a flat failure. Seven years later Verdi
'adapted the music he had written for this opera to another libretto and
it was again produced under the title of Aroldo on August 16, 185%, in
Rimini. This opera also failed to become popular, although the score is
said to contain some remarkable passages, amongst others a great

pezzo concertato and a strikingly effective duet for soprano and bass.

* * ¥ * * »* * *

The overture is probably the only surviving part of this opera, remi-
niscent of Verdi’s early style of composing, though containing thé unmis-
takable evidences of his growing poweré.

The arrangement by V. F. Safranek will be found a most brilliant and
acceptable program number, admirably adapted for the practical needs
of every concert band. |

* * * * * »* * ¥*

The time of the Allegro brillante in the original is marked - =96 and
conductors who desire to follow the original by beating two beats to the
measure, should draw a perpendicular line through the € at the beginning
of that movement. It will be found more practical, however, to beat four at
the beginning of this movement, and change to two beats at discretion in
places marked a tempo after (E) and (H) but reverting to four beats inthe
repeated strains. The Piu mosso should be taken a trifle aécellerando, the.

increase to be gradual.
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