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About the Composer

Francis Richter lived in the Portland, Oregon area and in his early life was
known locally as the “Blind Boy Pianist.” A number of his compositions for
piano were published beginning as early as 1903. “At the Shrine of the Rose”
is the only work by Richter for band discovered to date.
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About the Editor

Marc Oliver

Marc, a native Californian who made his debut in 1952, has served over 21
years in Our Nation’s Armed Forces: 9 years with the Marine Corps; 12 years
with the Air Force through the California Air National Guard (he is a retired
Air Force Technical Sergeant). He learned about band arranging at the Naval
School of Music in Norfolk, VA. Since then, he has arranged, orchestrated,
transcribed and edited over 600 pieces of music. He has orchestrated music
for movie soundtracks, has transcribed and edited an operetta, and written for
orchestras, jazz bands and small ensembles, but his first love is the concert
band.

Being in the Marine Corps and the Air Force, Marc had the opportunity to play
many of the great band works of the past. He presently lives in Bakersfield, CA where he writes music
and plays bassoon with a local community concert band.

About the Music

“At the Shrine of the Rose” was written by Francis Richter for the annual Imperial Session of the
Shriners that was held in Portland, Oregon in 1920.

The “Shrine” in the title is referring to the Al Kader Temple where the convention was held (the march
was dedicated to the Al Kader Temple of the Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles of the Mystic Shrine
for North America, now known as Shriners International). The 1920 Session was significant because it
was then that the membership decided unanimously to pass a resolution to establish what is known
today as the Shriners' Hospitals for Children—“The World's Greatest Philanthropy”.

The “Rose” in the title is referring to the City of Portland, Oregon, known as the “City of Roses”.
Every May, the City holds its annual Spring event known as the Portland Rose Festival, complete with
its own Rose Parade.



Dedicated to the "Al Kader" Temple and the 1920r&is Convention, Portland Oregon

2

At the Shrine of the Rose

Francis Richter

transcribed and edited by Marc Oliver
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