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About the Composer 
 
Gaetano Donizetti 
 

Born in a windowless cellar in a straggle of houses clinging to the hillside at Bergamo 
in 1797, a ragged child, Gaetano Donizetti had the near-miraculous good fortune to be 
taken under the wing of Johann Simon Mayr, who saw to his education and set him on 
the path to a career as one of the foremost composers of his day.  
 
Donizetti’s life,  from rags to world fame, epitomised the romantic flights of fancy of 
his day, his intensity, his expressive vocabulary always sustained by an inimitable style 
and unforgettable melodies, summed-up a human drama inseparable from the 
splendours and miseries he found around him and within himself.  
 
Donizetti was a prolific composer. He composed about 75 operas, 16 symphonies, 19 
string quartets, 193 songs, 45 duets, and a significant number of other pieces.   

                                                                                   -Sources consulted: Wikipedia and The Donizetti Society 
 
About the Editor 
 
Marc Oliver   
 

Marc, a native Californian who made his debut in 1952, has served over 21 years in 
Our Nation’s Armed Forces:  9 years with the Marine Corps; 12 years with the Air 
Force through the California Air National Guard (he is a retired Air Force Technical 
Sergeant).  He learned about band arranging at the Naval School of Music in Norfolk, 
VA.  Since then, he has arranged, orchestrated, transcribed and edited over 600 pieces 
of music.  He has orchestrated music for movie soundtracks, has transcribed and edited 
an operetta, and written for orchestras, jazz bands and small ensembles, but his first 
love is the concert band. 
 
Being in the Marine Corps and the Air Force, Marc had the opportunity to play many 
of the great band works of the past.  He presently lives in Bakersfield, CA where he 

writes music and plays bassoon with a local community concert band. 
 
 
About the Music 
 
“Chi Me Frena in Tal Momento”, also known as the Sextette from Lucia di Lammermoor, is one of the 
most colorful and memorable moments in opera.  Operatic music was an important part of the band repertoire at 
the turn of the 20th century. 
 
“Lucia di Lammermoor is a tragic opera in three acts by Gaetano Donizetti. The libretto was loosely based 
upon Sir Walter Scott's historical novel The Bride of Lammermoor.  The story concerns the emotionally fragile 
Lucy Ashton (Lucia) who is caught in a feud between her own family and that of the Ravenswoods. The setting 
is the Lammermuir Hills of Scotland (Lammermoor) in the 17th Century.”  –Information from Wikipedia 
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Gaetano Donizetti (1835)
Transcribed by Marc Oliver

Chi me frena in tal momento?
from “Lucia de Lammermoor”

This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/ or send a letter to

Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.
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Chi me frena in tal momento?8


