Selection from

Crispino e la Comare
(THE COBBLER AND THE FAIRY)
Oneras in B

by

Luigi and Federico Ricci

Arranged by M. L. LAKE

Recent revivals of this old Italian opera by the New York and Chicago Opera Companies have served
to call renewed attention to its charming melodic qualities, the spirited and brilliaut characteris-
tics and irresistible humor of its music, equally popular at one time as the best-known master-
pieces of such Italian composers as Donizetti, Bellini and Rossini.

* * E 3 * - »*

The brothers Luigi and Federico Ricci are to be rated as among the most prolific Italian opera
composers of the last century. Luigi was born in Naples, June 8, 1805 and died at Prague on De-
cember 31, 1859. He entered the Royal Conservatory of his native city in 1514 and five years later
became one of that institution’s sub-professors together with Bellini. When only thirty years of age
he had already written twenty operas and continued composing for the stage until the year of his
death (1859).

His brother, Federico Ricei, was born in Naples, October 22, 1509 and died at Conegliano, Italy,
on December 10, 1877. Like his brother Luigi, he was a successful operatic composer and the two
collaborated in the writing of many works. Luigi’s masterpiece, the opera which has placed him
in a prominent position amongst Italian composers is the present Crispino e la Comare written in
1850 for Venice and partly contributed to by his brother Federico.

This work, considered as one of the best of Italian comic operas, has gained world-wide popular-
ity and is justly considered as masterly in its own particular way. The action is fanciful and
genuinely humorous and the music is of such light, sparkling' and irresistible . melodic characteras
_to have given it world wide popularity.

* »* * * *

The preseut new selection for band by M. L. Lake, contains all the best ‘known and most
attractive airs and ensemble numbers of the entire score. The simplicity of the music as a
whole, as well as its outstanding melodic character, makes it particularly desirable for instru-
mental performance‘ and the musicianly merit as well as practical serviceability of the arrange-
ment, in point of helpful cueing, lettering and grouping of instruments, has added to a further
extent in making it equally effective for either small or large band.

G. S.
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Conductor (The Cobbler and The Fairy) Luigi and Federico Ricei
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