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OVERTURE.“DER FREISCHUTZ”

WEBER.
(1786-1826.)
Carl Maria Von Weber born at Eutin, Oldenburg, December 18th, 1786, died in Londan shortly after the production of his Opera “ Oberon " June 25th, 1826.

Weber's first tutor was his step-brother Fritz, a pupil of Joseph Haydn. In addition to studying Composition and Harmony he received instruction on the Piano from
Heuschkel, and under him developed into a virtuoso of the first rank. He was afterwards appointed Conductor of the Opera at the National Theatre, Prague, and in 1816 to a
similar position at the Royal Opera House at Dresden. His greatest success came with the production of ** Der Freischutz” in 1821 at Berlin. This was followed in 1823 by
** Euryanthe "’ produced at Vienna. In 1825 he commenced the composition of * Oberon,” which Kemble commissioned him to write for Covent Garden Theatre, London,
where it was produced on April 12th, 1826, with great success. Weber died eight weeks afterwards, worn ont by over exertion incident to incessant rehearsals and concert
giving. His remains were removed to Dresden in 1844, where « statue to his memory was unveiled in 1860,

1n addition to his Operatic works, Weber wrote music ot every description, Symphonies, Concertos for Clarinet, Bassoon, Pianoforte, etc. He also wrote a number
of Dramatic works inclnding, ' Preciosa,” ** Rubezahi," ¢ Turnadot,” and a quantity of Vocal music, Cantatas, Masses, Offertories, Part Songs for Male Voices, songs for
Children, to say nathing of a tremendous number of works for Pianoforte, his ** Invitation to the Waltz " being the most popular, the latter being adapted for Orchestra by
Berlioz, and later by Weingartner. '

The Overtures to * Der Freischiitz ** and '* Obaron " are more frequently Eetformed than any of his other orchestral works, but his other overtures are well worthy of
more frequent hearings. They include ** Euryanthe,” * Jubel,” * Ruler of Spirits," " Preciosa,”" ** Peter Schmoll," " Silvana,” stc.

Other music by Weber, published in the Army ']ourna.l. includes Overture ‘' Euryanthe” No. 81, Selection * Der Freyschiitz " No. 119, Reminiscences of Weber
No. 67, and Welngartners arrangement of the * Invitation to the Waltz."
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