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Notes for the Conductor

General Mixup, U.S.A. was written by Thomas S. Allen. Tom as born in Natick,
N.Y. and undertook the study of the violin at an early age. In additions to performing
as a member of the various theater and dance company orchestras, Allen also
managed the Edwin Bates Musicians and served as a booking agent.

His music was often performed at rodeos, circuses, and background for silent films.
He was an early Tin Pan Alley composer whose songs enjoyed great popularity
between 1900 and 1920. Allen wrote many of his compositions to serve as
accompaniment for various Vaudevilles acts that he booked.

The music, GENERAL MIXUP, U.S.A. (Characteristic march) was published in 1906
by Walter Jacobs Publishing. In today’s terms, the “mixup” might be described as a
“mashup.” Fragments of well-known songs flow from 1 to the next in unexpected
ways producing an entertaining and light-heated effect.
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