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About the Composer
Franz Liszt (1811 — 1886)

Hungarian composer, Franz Liszt became renowned throughout Europe
during the nineteenth century for his virtuosic skill as a pianist. He was
said by his contemporaries to have been the most technically advanced
pianist of his age and perhaps the greatest pianist of all time. He was
also a well-known composer, piano teacher, and conductor who
contributed significantly to the modern development of the art.

-Abstracted from Wikipedia

About the Editor
Marc Oliver

Marc, a native Californian who made his debut in 1952, has served over
21 years in Our Nation’s Armed Forces: 9 years with the Marine Corps;
12 years with the Air Force through the California Air National Guard
(he is a retired Air Force Technical Sergeant). He learned about band
arranging at the Naval School of Music in Norfolk, VA. Since then, he
has arranged, orchestrated, transcribed and edited over 600 pieces of
music. He has orchestrated music for movie soundtracks, transcribed
and edited an operetta, and written for orchestras, jazz bands and small
ensembles, but his first love is the concert band.

Being in the Marine Corps and the Air Force, Marc had the opportunity
to play much of the great music of the past. He presently lives in Bakersfield, CA where he
writes music and plays bassoon with a local community concert band.

About the Music

“Hungarian Rhapsody No. 2” is one of 19 that Franz Liszt wrote between 1850 and 1855. Itis
derived from melodies that he had heard in the western part of his native land, Hungary. The
arranger classifies this rhapsody as one of the many “Classical Tunes from the Classic
‘Toons.”—it is, by far, the most recognized rhapsody due to its frequent use in cartoons, such as
in “The Cat Concerto” with Tom and Jerry (by MGM), “Convict Concerto” with Woody
Woodpecker (by Walter Lantz), “Rhapsody Rabbit” with Bugs Bunny, and “Rhapsody in Rivets”
(both by Warner Brothers). The late Victor Borge used it in a comedy routine with a sidekick,
both playing the music on one piano. The original rhapsody for piano was written in C# Minor,
which then went to F# Minor and finished in F# Major. The arranger (like others before him in
their orchestral transcriptions) transposed the rhapsody a half-step down to C Minor, then to F
Minor and F Major (and the band thanks him for that).
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Andante mesto--in two

Tempo Primo
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