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About the Composer
Nat D. Ayer (1887 — 1952)

Nathaniel Davis Ayer was born in Boston, Massachusetts, on September 30,
1887. He began his career as a pianist and entertainer. In 1911, he went to
London with the American Ragtime Octette. He settled there and had a long
and successful career as a composer of London stage shows. Among his most
notable songs are Oh, You Beautiful Doll and Someday I'll Make You Love Me.
He died on September 19, 1952, in Bath, England. —Heritage Encyclopedia of
Music

About the Editor
John Bentley b. 1934

John Bentley pursued a successful career in banking and auditing
and is highly regarded by his colleagues. Music is an avocation.
Following in the steps of some of our fine self-taught composers

© of the past, John taught himself to enter music into Sibelius in
order to tidy up some old hand written scores for the City of Perth
Brass Band for which he has been librarian for a quarter century.
Thus a new talent was discovered. John’s attention to detall
manifests itself in the quality of his score and parts.

Further keen interests include listening to classic jazz.

About the Music

King Chanticleer, lyrics by Seymour Brown and music by Nat D. Ayer, was copyrighted in 1911.

Originally a pianistic showpiece - in reference to the famed Canterbury Tales story by Chaucer
about the rooster Chanticleer, without whose crowing the sun won't rise.

According to George Avakian who wrote the sleeve notes to a jazz version recorded by Turk
Murphy in 1953 it was originally staged in the Ziegfield Follies of 1911. It quickly became a staple
of silent movie pianists, carousels and circus bands and became part of the classic jazz repertoire.
Jazz versions are available on YouTube.

By 1913 it had found its way to the Barbary Coast, San Francisco's nefarious sporting district
where it assumed the name "The Original Texas Tommy Dance (King Chanticleer), to introduce
the new Texas Tommy Dance craze.

Under its original name it was performed by Doris Day in the film "By the Light of the Silvery Moon"
and recorded by her at about the same time.

King Chanticleer is a wonderfully versatile piece. It can be performed as a straight instrumental, a
novelty instrumental or with lyrics (included) it can be performed as a vocal feature.
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