Grade 4

The Lizard and the Frog

Theodore F Morse, composer

John Bentley, editor

Instrumentation
Full Score Eb Cornet
Flute/Piccolo Cornet 1
Oboes Cornet 2
Bassoon Cornet 3
Eb Clarinet F Horn 1
Clarinet 1 F Horn 2
Clarinet 2, 3 F Horn 3-4
Bass Clarinet Trombone 1
Soprano Sax Trombone 2
Alto Sax Trombone 3
Tenor Sax Baritone TC
Baritone Sax Euphonium
Tuba
Percussion

Snare Drum

Bass Drum

Cymbals

Triangle

Frog

BandMusic PDF Library

www.bmpdf-neweditions.org



About the Composer

Theodore F. Morse (April 13, 1873 - May 25, 1924)

Born in Washington D.C., Morse, an American composer of popular songs, was educated at the
Maryland Military & Naval Academy. He went on to study both violin and piano. He and his wife,
Theodora Morse, became a successful songwriting team for Tin Pan Alley. Listed as Terriss &
Morse, they were one of the earliest Tin Pan Alley husband-wife songwriting teams.

Morse died in New York City. -information from Wikipedia

About the Editor

John Bentley b. 1934

John Bentley pursued a successful career in banking and auditing
and is highly regarded by his colleagues. Music is an avocation.
Following in the steps of some of our fine self-taught composers
of the past, John taught himself to enter music into Sibelius in
order to tidy up some old hand written scores for the City of Perth
Brass Band for which he has been librarian for a quarter century.
Thus a new talent was discovered. John’s attention to detall
manifests itself in the quality of his score and parts.

Further keen interests include listening to classic jazz.

About the Music

This 1902 publication by Carl Fischer was composed by Theodore F. Morse. The piece is
classified as a “Characteristic’ and may have been intended to describe a legend. There are
clearly frog sounds in the percussion and frog motifs in the winds. Mostly they are presented
separately from lizard motifs. At measure 71, the two ideas (frog and lizard) are combined for the
first time.

Despite the unlikely title, this imaginative vintage piece is fun to perform and worth exploring.

Bullfrog Sound Effect (called for in the percussion section.)

Google “Frog Rasp” for an inexpensive wooden instrument to create the sound of a frog.

Or - Create Your Own

Drill a small hole in the bottom of an empty coffee can. Approximate center would be a good
placement. Thread a very course, strong string through the hole. Make a big knot to keep the
string from pulling through. Apply rosin to the string. Grab the string firmly between thumb and
finger and slide away from the can. Voila-- instant bullfrog! Note that the bottom of the can has to
vibrate. Experiment to achieve just the right sound.
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