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About the Composer 
 
Gustav Louis Ganne 

 
Gustave Louis Ganne was one of the leading composers of light music in France during 
his lifetime.  As a young man he enrolled at the Paris Conservatory and while there, 
Ganne studied composition with Jules Massenet and organ with Cesar Franck.  
 

Soon after leaving the conservatory, Ganne made a name for himself with his 
compositions: marches, waltzes, mazurkas, and many other types of music.  He is best 
remembered for his theatrical works, first his ballets and later the operettas. 
 

Ganne was also a highly competent conductor in the theaters of Paris and later in Monte 
Carlo. In Monte Carlo, he established a series of extremely popular orchestral 
presentations known as Les Concerts de Louis Ganne.  In 1901, he was elected president 
of the Societé des Auteurs, Compositeurs et Editeurs de Musique.  The French 

government later presented him with the Legion of Honor with extra orders. 
 

Ganne was loved and admired by those who knew him, because of his character and prodigious talent.  He died 
in Paris on July 13 (or 14), 1923.1  
 

 
About the Editor 
 

Marc Oliver   
 

Marc, a native Californian who made his debut in 1952, has served over 21 years in 
Our Nation’s Armed Forces:  9 years with the Marine Corps; 12 years with the Air 
Force through the California Air National Guard (he is a retired Air Force Technical 
Sergeant).  He learned about band arranging at the Naval School of Music in Norfolk, 
VA.  Since then, he has arranged, orchestrated, transcribed and edited over 600 pieces 
of music.  He has orchestrated music for movie soundtracks, has transcribed and edited 
an operetta, and written for orchestras, jazz bands and small ensembles, but his first 
love is the concert band. 
 
Being in the Marine Corps and the Air Force, Marc had the opportunity to play many 
of the great marches of the past.  He presently lives in Bakersfield, CA where he still 

writes music and plays bassoon with a local community concert band. 
 
 

About the Music 
 
“Marche Lorraine” is one of Gustav Louis Ganne’s most well loved marches.  It radiates a luminous, 
sophisticated elegance.  This march has played an important historic role in France and the Alsace Lorraine 
area. –Grade 4 
  

                                                 
Sources consulted: 
1 Smith, Norman E. (1986), March Music Notes, Program note press (Louisiana), p. 76. 
2 Rehrig, William (edited by Bierley, Paul).  Heritage Encyclopedia of Band Music, Integrity Press, Westerville, Ohio 
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Marche Lorraine
Gustave Louis Ganne (1862-1923)

Transcribed and edited by Marc Oliver
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