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Foreword

The soldiers of every war create and sing certain songs. Our
Army in France found its spiritual unity in a group of rollicking
airs, sometimes with grave words and sometimes with light, but all
of them having implications of the cause and the comradeship.

We at home learned to sing the same songs, for our tasks
were supplemental to the mission of the men overseas and we
wanted to be united to them and to feel that we too were a part
of the great spiritual forces which sustained them.

It was often remarked in France that our men sang as they
fought, whereas the armies of our Allies had been ground down
in the grim contest until their songs were few and sad.

Our Army brought to the fields in Flanders a new access of
youth and buoyancy of spirit, manifested often by reckless cau-
tion but more often by a certain confidence which met discomfort
and even danger with a song.

Ferde Grofe's "Over There Fantasie" is based on world-war
melodies. Using as his theme George M. Cohan's immortal "Over
There," he has enhanced the effectiveness of the work by adding
much original material in the form of descriptive interludes, by
which device he introduces other famous war songs including
"K-K-K-Katy," "Goodbye Broadway, Hello France," "Rose Of No
Man's Land" and "Where Do We Go From Here." This masterly
blending of the old with the new serves to .unify the work and
gives it a distinction above that of the conventional medley.

Here is an ideal work suited to all patriotic occasions, and
especially when veterans meet to celebrate the frlendshlps and the
high experiences of their war time service.

lts publication is a real contribution to the preservation of
priceless memories.

THE PUBLISHERS
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