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About the Composer

Grace Le Boy

Grace was writing at a time when music produced by women was not valued in the same way that of
men was. Though she composed a number of very popular songs such as | Wish | Had a Girl (1908),
Everybody Rag With Me (1914), Early in the Morning, and On The Good Ship Mary Ann, (1914) as well
as many others, she was given less recognition for her accomplishments. She also is credited with
several instrumental-only compositions, including “Pass the Pickles.”

She had a substantial collaboration with lyricist and husband Gus Kahn. They married in 1916 and had
two children, Donald and Irene. Grace lived more than 90 years and died in Los Angeles Co., CA May
24, 1983.

About the Editor

Meri Schoof

Born and raised in Michigan, Meri has been playing piano since age 5, earned a
Bachelor’s Degree from Western Michigan University, and a Master’s Degree from
Michigan State University in Music Education. She started her teaching career in the
. Waterford School District, and completed this successful career in the Britton-Macon
' Area Schools. Meri held offices in the county Band Directors Association, and guest
= conducted several groups in the area.

Since retiring, Meri is working on historical research projects and genealogy. She is
accompanying choirs and soloists, conducting community groups, and creating new
editions of vintage music to keep it alive and available for modern bands.

About the Music

Pass the Pickles

This is one of Grace Le Boy’s instrumental-only works. Despite its frivolous title, the piece is a
delightful, charming, well written tango for band. The instrumental colors are vibrant and it is fun to

play.

Editor, Meri Schoof has corrected a few errors from the early printing; made dynamics, articulations and
phrasings consistent and musical. Parts have been added for today’s concert bands.
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