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Peggy O'Neil - Lyrics 
 
 
Peggy O'Neil is a girl who could steal,  
Any heart, anywhere, any time. 
And I'll put you wise how you'll recognize, 
This wonderful girl of mine.  
 
If her eyes are blue as skies, 
That's Peggy O'Neil. 
If she's smiling all the while, 
That's Peggy O'Neil. 
If she walks like a sly little rogue, 
If she talks with a cute little brogue, 
Sweet personality, 
Full of rascality, 
That's Peggy O'Neil.  
 
Everything's planned for a wedding so grand. 
In the spring I will bring her the ring. 
Then somewhere in town we'll both settle down. 
And all thro' the day I'll sing,  
 
 

If her eyes are blue as skies, 
That's Peggy O'Neil. 
If she's smiling all the while, 
That's Peggy O'Neil. 
If she walks like a sly little rogue, 
If she talks with a cute little brogue, 
Sweet personality, 
Full of rascality, 
That's Peggy O'Neil.  
 
Patter chorus: 
Annie Rooney set a fellow looney, 
But a million fellows now are feeling spooney, 
When they meet Peggy O'Neil. 
Molly O was never, never slow. 
But I want you to know, 
She couldn't make a show, 
Along o' Sweet Peggy O'Neil. 
Rose O'Grady was a perfect lady, 
With a simple winning baby smile. 
Peggy isn't simple that is why, 
She has the other girlies beat a mile. 
So if you meet a girl who's sweeter than Bedelia, 
And you feel you want to say: "I'd like to steal yer," 
That's Peggy O'Neil. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
About the Editor 
 
Meri Schoof 
 

Born and raised in Michigan, Meri has been playing piano since age 5, earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree from Western Michigan University, and a Master’s Degree from Michigan State 
University in Music Education. She started her teaching career in the Waterford School 
District, and completed this successful career in the Britton-Macon Area Schools. Meri held 
offices in the county Band Directors Association, and guest conducted several groups in the 
area.   
 
Since retiring, Meri is working on historical research projects and genealogy. She is 
accompanying choirs and soloists, conducting community groups, and creating new editions 

of vintage music to keep it alive and available for modern bands. 
 
 
About the Music 
 
Gilbert Dodge, Ed G. Nelson and Harry Pease wrote music and lyrics to “Peggy O’Neil” in 1921.  The song 
was recorded in the same year and became a hit.  The 1921 band arrangement by William Schultz was 
published by Leo Feist.  For the 2011 edition, Ralph Geiger entered Schultz’ arrangement into digital format.  
Now Meri Schoof has brought all these resources together in a brand new, fresh edition of this appealing music. 
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This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported License.
To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/ or send a letter to

Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.

Edited by  Meri Schoof
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