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Rascals!

Rascals! Is a series of 5 musical vignettes, each of which is an affectionate commentary on one of the Little
Rascals. Marc Oliver, arranger, chose as a starting point, music that was popular during this early period in
Hollywood. The vignettes smoothly transition from one to the next in the same way that music and action
flowed in the popular 2-reeler movies. And the music brings to mind lively scenes that might have played out
on the silver screen. The arranger’s wry wit is expressed freely in “Rascals!”

The setting is written in the style of Leroy Shield, pioneer Hollywood composer, most noted for his work with
early “talkies” including “Our Gang Comedies” and Laurel and Hardy movies in the early *30s.

Marc Oliver

Marc, a native Californian who made his debut in 1952, has served over 21 years in
Our Nation’s Armed Forces: 9 years with the Marine Corps; 12 years with the Air
Force through the California Air National Guard (he is a retired Air Force Technical
Sergeant). He learned about band arranging at the Naval School of Music in Norfolk,
VA. Since then, he has arranged, orchestrated, transcribed and edited over 600 pieces
of music. He has orchestrated music for movie soundtracks, has transcribed and edited
an operetta, and written for orchestras, jazz bands and small ensembles, but his first
love is the concert band.

Being in the Marine Corps and the Air Force, Marc had the opportunity to play much
of the great music of the past. He presently lives in Bakersfield, CA where he writes
music and plays bassoon with a local community concert band.

Roll the Credits

1. “Darla”
Let Me Call You Sweetheart - music by Leo Friedman and lyrics by Beth Slater Whitson. The song was published in 1910.

la. “Tribute to Darla”
Oh You Beautiful Doll - published in 1911 with words by Seymour Brown and music by Nat D. Ayer.

2. “Spanky”
By the Beautiful Sea - by Harry Carroll in 1914
A Life on the Ocean Wave - composed/published in 1837 by Epes Sargent and Harry Russell.

2a. “Spanky Rocks”
Rocked in the Cradle of the Deep - by Joseph P. Knight; 19™ century music with a maritime focus.

3. “Buckwheat”
Come Josephine in My Flying Machine - The music was written by Fred Fisher, the lyrics by Alfred Bryan.
The song was published in 1910.
“Laff Trax” - Original music by Marc Oliver - 2011

4. “Alfalfa”
I’ll Take You Home Again, Kathleen - popular song written by Thomas P. Westendorf in 1875. In spite
of its American origins, it is known and revered as an Irish ballad.

5. “Porky”
I Want A Girl Just Like The Girl Who Married Dear Old Dad - by Harry Von Tilzer in 1911.
Snippets: “Pop Goes the Weasel”, “London Bridge.”




Commissioned for North Royalton Community Band, Mark Wozniak, Director

Duration - 10:15

A gift of Joan and Bill Park

Rascal s!

arranged by Marc Oliver
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