About the Composer

Arthur Pryor (1870-1942) was born in St. Joseph, Missouri, USA, to a
highly musical family. After auditioning Pryor on tour in 1889
Liberati offered him a trombone chair in his band. After completing
a tour Arthur resigned in favor of conducting the Stanley Opera
Company in Denver. When Sousa broke away from the US Marine
Corps in 1892, he personally asked Arthur to audition for his newly
formed concert band. After 11 years and about 10,000 trombone
solos, Arthur broke away and formed his own concert band in 1903.
This band quickly became Sousa’s chief competitor, yet Sousa and
Pryor remained on speaking terms and Pryor was a pallbearer at Sousa’s funeral. Both
Sousa’s and Pryor’s band greatly expanded the Victor gramophone catalog with their
own compositions and hundreds of transcriptions tailored for the recording horn.
Arthur retired in 1933 but still conducted reunion concerts. A stroke befell him just
before a reunion concert on 17 June 1942; his son Arthur Jr. conducted the concert and
Arthur Sr. died early the next morning.

About the Arranger

Martin Charles Tousignant (1965- ) moved to L’Anse, Michigan
USA as a young boy and began piano lessons at age 6. He began
playing tuba and euphonium at age 12 and developed quickly
enough to join the Michigan All-State Honors Band on tuba by age
16. He married Jana Ennis of Northport, Michigan in 1987, then
began music studies at Central Michigan University (1988-1990).
Jana’s teaching job in South Dakota led him to a magna cum laude
music degree from Northern State University (Aberdeen, South
Dakota) in 1992. After two years of teaching, he joined the US
Army as a tuba player in 1994 and remained there until 2000. In 2001 he moved to
Herndon, Virginia and became a mail carrier while playing tuba in Army National
Guard and community bands. In 2009 he returned to the US Army as a tuba player on a

3-year leave of absence from the US Postal Service.
About Razzazza Mazzazza

Having experience with minstrel shows made Arthur Pryor very familiar with the then-
new ragtime music. He was able to convey the new rhythms to both the Sousa band
musicians and his own Pryor band musicians. Recorded in October 1905, Victor
Records advertised his “Razzazza Mazzazza” as “the king of rags” in its 1906 catalog.



Arthur PRYOR

arr. by Martin T ousignant
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v. 2, Jun 2015 (revised scoring)



