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GUISEPPE VERDI

(Born at Roncole, Italy, 0ct.10,;1813,: died at st Agata, Jan. 27,1501)

Dunng his long hfe of eighty - exght years,Verd1 saw great changes in operatlc music,and his works
though created with remarkable rapidity gave proof, not ouly of his endeavors to conform with every
advancing step of the operas of his contemyoranes but of his own artlstxc growth as well,

_ Chronologically consgidered, his earlier operas, including Ernanl, have been classed as more “car-
nival operas” to be produced one season and forgotten the next.

With the production of such operas as It 'l‘rovatore, La Traviata and Rigoletto, however, Verdi
developed a phase of creative ability much in advance.of any of his former efforts,calling for serious
_consideration and a dxstmgmshed position amongimportant worksin the history of musical art
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Rigoletto was produced in Venice on March ﬂ 1851 ,Verdi havmg finished’ the score in the surpris: K
ingly short period of forty days. The work was as great and genuine a success as was ever achieved

by any operatic composer and no change, sither of time or artxstxe taste has been-able to dim the beauty
and charm of its inspired melodies, :
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" In the Umted States ngoletto was. heard at the New York Academy of Music as earlyas February
19, 1855, when it was the opemng production of a brief, ill - sta.rred venture in operatic managementby Ole Bull.
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The present arrangement gives the accepted metronome markmgs but with the usual licerise taken in
tempi it will run fifteen minutes. When brass instruments play cued Saxophone notes the conductor should
insist that the double-pxano ma.rkmgs be rigidly observed especla.lly in the 6th movement, 3/4 Allegretto,

Inthe Allo. Modto.beforethe ist.Fl_ute is cited in the Eb Clarinet, 1st BL’Cl'annet and Soprano Sax--
ophone while the 2nd Flute is cued inthe Oboe and Solo Clarinetin order to allow for any grouping of
. instruments in small bands. An effective combination will be found in the Soprano Saxophone and 2nd
Flute shonld the former be represented. After @ the melody may be played either by one solo Clarinet
or by all, dependent upon the strength of accompaniment used and place of performance. In the next move-
ment, Allegro, the double - ~piano (sotto voce) should be observed,especially in the Horns,Bantone and Basses.

Cuts may be made from the last note of the flrst movement to the next Allegretto €fg or to the suc-
, ceedmg movement 8/4 Vivace, The Allo. Modto. after @ may be shortened at the pleasure of the con-
ductor as alsothe Allo. assai Modto. Some conductors prefér the 8jg Allegretto (third movement from
the end) played twice. For this purpose repeat marks may be readily inserted.

In the bass parts the BBI: mstrument is always contemplated, having for it’s lowest written note the E
below the staff unless the instruments have the additional fourth valve.
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