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Instrumentation

Piccolo
Flute

Oboe
Bassoon 1-2

Eb Clarinet

Bb Clarinet 1-3
Bass Clarinet
Soprano Saxophone
Alto Saxophone
Tenor Saxophone
Baritone Saxophone
Bb Cornet 1-3

F Horn 14
Trombone 1-3
Euphonium TC/BC
Tuba

Cymbals

Snare Drum

Bass Drum



Italian astronomer Giovanni Schiaparelli published his observations of Mars in 1877. He used
the Italian word canali, meaning "channels," to describe the near-straight lines he saw on the
Martian surface. He believed the channels were natural features.

But the word canali was mistranslated to English as "canals," implying artificial structures.
The idea of intelligent life on Mars became quite popular, lasting until the second half of the
20th century when spacecraft such as Mariner 4 and the Viking landers took a much closer
look at the planet.

A Signal From Mars was written in 1901, during the height of "Mars fever," when the general
population expected at any day to meet our Martian neighbors.

Thank you to the

Spring Valley Concert Band
Schaumburg, IL
for play-testing this arrangement.
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