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1. VORSPIEL (Introduction)
2. INTERMEZZO (Borghild’s Dream)
3. HULDIGUNGSMARSCH (Triumphal March) °

* % * * *

Most of the dramatic compositions of Edvard Grieg for large orchestra were
inspired by poetic works of Bjirmson. “Sigurd Jorsalfar” is not one of this fam-
ous poet’s chief works, but according to Grieg’s claim, it is a‘“folkpiece in the
best sense of the word, and is often performed on national holidays” .

In its entirety, the inecidental music to this play consists of characteristic
numbers which are wonderfully in keeping with the dramatic story of the ad-:

venturous Norwegian crusader. It is originally scored for solo, male chorus
and orchestra.

The prineipal numbers of this score are the “Introductlon and “Intermezzo”
(Borghild’s Dream), and a “Triumphal March? included in the present new arr -
angement.

In the “Iutroduction’ Gr1eg~ has succeeded— in giving a musical picture of his
" hero in all his strength and rugg‘ednessl While containing all of the characteristics
‘and melodic beauty of his best works, Grieg has succeeded in giving an addition-
“al touch of striking' originality to this number through virtue of the virility and in-
herent spontaneity of his themes. , '

" The “Intermezzo” (Borghild’s Dream), is a composition of inspired beauty.. To
those who are fond of comparison, it may not be devoid of interest to view this num-
ber beside Elsa’s Vision in Wagner’s “Lohengrin’ the two composers are curiously
divergent; both, though, have seized the possibilities of a simple scale asa means
of expressing an emotion. With Wagner the dream would seem to float upwards,
soaring ever higher and higher; with Grieg, it tends to descend, as from heaven’
to earth. :

The “Triumphal March” is one of the most superb: ;marches in exxstence,\vqualled
only by the marches of Schubert, Wagner and Tschaikowsky (Marche Slave). It is
one of the longest of Griegs compositions and ene of the most stirring, The Pri
mosso (its second part) is one of the most exquisitely tender episodes in all muste-

al literature; a melody rivalling Schubert, the greatest of all melochsts at his
very best
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