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Fonse, L.

DOB: Unknown — 19" Century
DOD: Unknown

This is the only known band work of Mr. Fonse. There are a number
of observations that cast doubt. 1. The band parts are very
sophisticated for a first-time composer. 2. Why write an
accompaniment to a concert solo which requires special insights and
handling as a first work? 3. Since the piece was so successful, why
not keep on writing more music. The necessary talent is clearly
there. Hmmmm, L. Fonse. Say his hame aloud. The man did have
a sense of humor, as did the publisher.

Tyrolienne, The (theme and variations) was published in 1884 by the W. Cundy Company. The
folk-like melody of the theme appears briefly in Rossini’s “William Tell.” The concert solo for Eb
Clarinet is attributed to E. Marie, while the accompaniment is attributed to L. Fonse. Despite this
unusual circumstance, it is 1 and the same piece. The Tyrolienne literally means “The Woman of
Tirol,” a region in the eastern Alps.

"A Scottish Soldier" is a Scottish folk song. The lyrics were written by Andy Stewart. He said they
came from his heart. The song is about a dying Scottish soldier, wishing to return to the hills of
his homeland rather than die in Tyrol. The song was a significant international hit, and one of two
US chart entries by Andy Stewart.

The tune, "The Green Hills of Tyrol", is a well-known melody in the Scottish bagpipe tradition and
was written by John MacLeod during the Crimean War, and based on an alpine folk tune used in
William Tell.”*

Fast forward to 1961, when Andy Stewart writes new words for the melody and records it. The
new version became an international hit song, “The Green Hills of Tyrol,” also known as “A
Scottish Soldier.” Song lyrics can be found in the Wikipedia article and there are several
performance versions available on YouTube.

In the present, this solo has broad appeal due to the brilliant set of variations and the popular
nature of the theme.

Program note researched by Marcus L. Neiman
Medina, Ohio

Additional information on either the composer or composition would be welcomed. Please send information to
marcusneiman@zoominternet.net

! Source consulted: Wikipedia — “Scottish Soldier.”
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